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Group to Tackle Unprecedented Marsh
Dieback

Severa hundred scientists, landowners, and resource manegers will convene in Baton Rouge Jan. 11-12
to tackle the unprecedented coasta marsh dieback plaguing much of coagta Louisianaand parts of
Texas and Florida.

The conference, “ Coasta Marsh Dieback in the Northern Gulf of Mexico: Extent, Causes,
Conseqguences, and Remedies,” will take place at the Radisson Hotel and Conference Center from 8:45
am. Jan. 11t0 230 p.m. Jan. 12.  To regidter, contact Traci Thibodeaux, University of LouiSana a
Lafayette (337-482-5712) or traci-t@louisanaedu. Conference fees are $30.

Coagta marsh dieback, aso known as*brown marsh,” is aterm that Louisiana scientists have given to
the rapid and unusua browning of Louisana sintertidal smooth cordgrass (Spartina alterniflora). This
browning began during the spring of 2000, long before marshes usudly turn brown in the fdl.

The phenomenon has been observed in parts of Texas and FHorida, but primarily throughout much of
coadtal Louisana. For example, the Barataria- Terrebonne intertidal salt marshes, covering 390,000
acres, have had 110,000 acres severely affected by the dieback; 17,000 have actualy converted from
dense vegetation to open mud flats with little or no vegetation. About 150,000 additiona acres are
considered moderately affected.

No dieback as extensive as the current Louisiana problem has been observed in recent history.
Possible causes may be drought, high sdinities, heet, evaporation, low Missssppi and Atchafdaya
River discharges, or other factors stressing the shallow-rooted Spartina alterniflora.
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Keynote speakers will be Dr. Charles Groat, Director, U.S. Geological Survey, Reston, Va,; Dr.
Dondd F. Boesch, Presdent, University of Maryland’s Center for Environmental Sciences; and Dr.
Robert R. Twilley, Director, Center for Ecology and Environmenta Technology, University of Louisiana
a Lafayette. For the complete agenda and more information on the conference, see
http:/Awww.lacoast.gov/brownM arsh/mestings or contact Gaye Farris at 337-266-8540 or

Gaye Farris@usgs.gov.

Severa governmert agencies and the private sector are sponsoring the conference to share information
and propose solutions. Governor Mike Foster is expected to attend, and State aswell as U.S.
Senators from the affected states have been invited.

Sponsors of the conference include Burlington Resources, Inc., Castex LaTerre, Inc., U.S. Geologica
Survey, Louisana Department of Natura Resources, Nationa Oceanic and Atmospheric
Adminigration, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Environmenta

Protection Agency, 3001, Inc., Entergy, Society of Wetland Scientigts, Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries, U.S. Department of Agriculture s Natura Resources Conservation Service and
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

***USGS***

Asthe nation’s largest water, earth and biologica science and civilian mapping agency, the USGS
works in cooperation with more than 2000 organizations across the country to provide reliable,
impartid scientific information to resource managers, planners and other customers. Thisinformeationis
gathered in every date by USGS stientists to minimize the loss of life and property from natura
disasters, to contribute to the sound conservation, economic and physica development of the nation’s
natura resources and to enhance the qudity of life by monitoring weter, biologicd, energy and minerd
resources.
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